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to the border, saying that they needed their taxes from the Netherlands. “You’ll have to get off the road,” the Dutch border guard
said. They had another 80km to go. “Where are you going to sleep tonight?” he asked them. “In a field,” they told him, and
started to walk. The border guard looked at them and then looked around. “You’ll have to sleep in the ditch there,” he said.
“You’re almost there.” The farmer is a queer, chubby man, in his early sixties. I asked him why he had done what he had done,
and he gave a wry smile. “I’ve had some incredible things happen to me over the years. But they’ve all been for the better. I don’t
know if I could say I’ve been blessed. But you have your good times, and you have your bad times. And you have to learn to be a
good man in the bad times. I did. I was in a bad place, and I made bad mistakes. And it’s not my fault, or anything else’s. It’s
how life is.” The stag beetle finally took us to the north-eastern tip of Keltland, at the edge of the great north sea. The sea was
full of white horses and black-breasted waves. There is a flat piece of land where the sandy beach meets the shallow water.
There’s a woman here, dressed in a yellow bikini, with a yellow bucket in her hand. She’s the water man. I asked her if there was
anywhere she could show me to sleep. “I don’t like people around,” she said, and then added, “but I guess you’re not people.”
“You’re from England?” I asked. “I wish,” she said. “I went to bed for the night,” she went on, pointing towards the beach. “Not
many people come here. But that’s fine with me.” She gave us a bundle of wood and told us we were welcome to it. We thanked
her, but I felt sorry for her, and I didn’t
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